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Fall Annual Town Meeting
Virtual Town Meeting
November 5, 2020
Fifth Session

The Fifth Session of the 2020 Fall Annual Town Meeting was held in a virtual/remote meeting
and was called to order at 6:34 p.m. on Thursday, November 5, 2020 by Frank Foss, Town
Moderator. The Moderator declared a quorum present.

The Moderator welcomed residents, taxpayers, town officials, Town Meeting Members and
interested parties to the fifth session 2020 Fall Annual Town Meeting. Consistent with previous
approval of the use of video and telephone conferencing, Fall Annual Town Meeting is being
conducted as a Virtual Town Meeting. The Moderator informed Town Meeting that four
technicians are quarantined for COVID-19 precautions.

The Moderator asked if there were any recently elected or appointed members of Town Meeting
stand to take the oath of office; there were none. The Moderator asked the audience to stand for
the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence in recognition of all the men and women
serving on behalf at home and abroad.

The Moderator introduced the officials Karis North, Town Counsel; Abdul Roth, Jeff Horan,
from Option Technologies; Cynthia Amara, Assistant Town Counsel, Linda Wollschlager,
Finance Committee Chair; Bruce Evans, Finance Committee Secretary; Jonathan Freedman,
Chair, Select Board; Melissa Malone, Town Administrator, John Townsend, Deputy Town
Administrator; James Errickson, Deputy Town Administrator; James Freas, Director,
Community and Economic Development, Terri Evans, Chair, Planning Board. Also present are
four Assistant Moderators, Craig Bystrynski; Carol Gloff; Patty Sciarra; and Richard Sidney.

The Moderator reviewed the general rules and procedures of Town Meeting. All residents and
taxpayers of the town and all town officers and employees, whether or not residents, have the
same right to speak as Town Meeting Members; however, they do not have the right to submit
motions for consideration at Town Meeting, nor vote on any matter before Town Meeting.
Non-residents may only speak at Town Meeting after approval of Town Meeting Members. All
motions offered for the consideration at Town Meeting shall be in writing and sent to the
following email address: moderator@natickma.org.

Consistent with the Natick Bylaws, once a person is recognized, it is the practice that the Speaker
will first ask a question(s) and then debate the highest-ranking motion. Only Town Meeting
Members can make a motion and they should do so after they have asked their questions and
before they start debate. No person shall speak more than five (5) minutes at one time without
permission of Town Meeting. Registered voters residing in the Town wishing to participate in a
remote town meeting should have submitted a request to participate to the Town Clerk not less
than 48 hours in advance of town meeting.

Any person having a monetary or equitable interest in any matter under discussion at Town
Meeting, and any person employed by another having such an interest, shall disclose the fact of
her or his interest or employment before speaking on the motion.

ARTICLE 7: AMEND ZONING BY-LAWS: Amendment to Zoning Map — Downtown
Mixed Use (DM) District (Select Board and Planning Board)

To see if the Town will vote to change the following parcels from the Residential General (RG)
Zoning District to the Downtown Mixed Use (DM) Zoning District:

Assessors Map 43 Lot 263, known as 16 West Central Street; Assessors Map 43 Lot 262, known
as 14 West Central Street; and Assessors Map 43 Lot 257, known as 25 Pond Street

as shown on the plan on file with the Community and Economic Development Office and the
Town Clerk's Office

Or otherwise act thereon.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

RECOMMENDATION: | Favorable Action

The Finance Committee took the

following action: QUANTUM OF VOTE: | 9-3-0

DATE VOTED: September 17, 2020

MOTION: (two-thirds vote required)

Moved by Mr. Evans, seconded by Ms. Wollschlager, that the Town vote to amend the Town of
Natick Zoning Map as issued on June 20, 2020, by changing the following parcels from the
Residential General (RG) Zoning District to the Downtown Mixed Use (DM) Zoning District:

Assessors Map 43, Lot 263, known as 16 West Central Street;
Assessors Map 43, Lot 262, known as 14 West Central Street; and
Assessors Map 43, Lot 257, known as 25 Pond Street

as shown on the plan on file with the Community and Economic Development Office and the
Town Clerk’s Office.

Mr. Freas, Director, Community and Economic Development; Mr. Hickey, Member, Select
Board and Ms. Evans, Chair of the Planning Board spoke to the article. Discussion ensued on
this article. Moved by Ms. Ball seconded by Mr. Hickey, to move the question and end debate
on Article 7. The motion to move the question passed by a two-thirds vote (110-4-1). The main
motion under Article 7 passed by a two-thirds vote (110-4-0).

ARTICLE 8: AMEND ZONING BYLAWS: Uses in Downtown Mixed Use (DM) District
(Select Board and Planning Board)

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Natick Zoning Bylaws by modifying Section
III-E.2 (Use Regulations Schedule for DM Districts) and Section 200 (Definitions) and other
sections of the Bylaw, as required, regarding restaurants and eating establishments

Or otherwise act thereon.

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS- MOTION A and B

RECOMMENDATION: | Favorable Action

The Finance Committee took the QUANTUM OF VOTE: | 11-0-0

following action:

DATE VOTED: September 22, 2020

MOTION A: (two-thirds vote required)
Motion A moved by Mr. Evans, seconded by Ms. Wollschlager, that the Town vote to amend
Section III-E Downtown Mixed Use District of the Natick Zoning Bylaws by the following:

2. Use Regulations for DM Districts; Subsection a. — Permitted Uses

In subsection 17, after the words “Eating establishments” remove the words “serving customers
inside of the building” and, after the words “mechanical entertainment”, add “Outdoor dining 18
allowed provided that: i. A minimum six (6) foot clear path is maintained free of obstruction in
any pedestrian pathway or sidewalk; ii. The outdoor dining area is at least 50 feet from a
residential district; iii. where an outdoor dining area will abut a street or parking area, the Police
Department and Department of Public Works have provided written approval of protective
measures to prevent vehicular intrusion into the outdoor dining area; and iv. the proposed
outdoor dining area complies with all other Town and State rules and regulations. ”

So that the section now reads:

17. Eating establishments without live or mechanical entertainment. Outdoor dining is allowed

provided that:

i. A minimum six (6) foot clear path is free of obstruction in any pedestrian pathway or
sidewalk;
ii. The outdoor dining area is at least 50 feet from a residential district;

iii. Where an outdoor dining area will abut a street or parking area, the Police Department and
Department of Public Works have provided written approval of protective measures to
prevent vehicular intrusion into the outdoor dining area; and

iv. The proposed outdoor dining area complies with all other Town and State rules and
regulations.
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